Chinese Calligraphy

The Traditional Chinese Calendar

The Traditional Chinese calendar does not count years in an infinite sequence. Instead, years have
names that are repeated in a 60 year cycle. Historically, years used to be counted since the accession
of an emperor, but this was abolished after the 1911 revolution. Our current 60-year cycle began on
2nd February 1984.

Note: Most traditional calligraphers only use the name of a year plus their own names as their
signature. However, the season is often included.

Heavenly or Celestial Stem
» . Within each 60-year cycle, each year is assigned a name consisting of
. B ja 6. i two components which are used sequentially. These words have no

L Zyi T Egéng English equivalent.

1
2
3. A bing 8. ZE xin  The first component is the Heavenly or Celestial Stem.
4
5

. ding 9. rén
T ding * The second component is the Earthly or Terrestrial Branch. The names
CEowo 100 & gui  and characters of the 12 corresponding zodiac animals in the cycle are
given in brackets below.

Thus, the 1st year of the 60-year cycle is jid-zi BR ¥, the 2nd year is yi-chéu Z 3, the 3rd year is
bing-yin FIE&, and so on.

Terrestrial or Earthly Branch
When the end of a component is reached,

1. F zi(rat &) 7. “F wt (horse F§) it begins once again from the beginning:
2. F chou (ox &) 8. 3k wei (sheep, goat 3) The 10th year is gui-ydu B, therefore,
3. 3 yin (tiger ) 9. B3 shan (monkey %) the 11T[h year is jia-xa B K (re.starvtmrq. the
_ Celestial Stem), the 12th year is yi-hai Z
4, 01 mao {hare, rabhit ﬁ} 10. & yiu (rooster %E]l *, and the 13th year is bingzi B+
5. [% chén (dragon BE) 1. FX xi (dog %)) (restarting the Terrestrial Branch). Finally,
. .,_ Y] y
6. B si(snake 1E) 12. & hai (pig, boar 5&) the 60th year is gui-hai R 3.

2020 onward

Year Year:_SimpIe (.Jt_alestial Stern: _ Te!'r.estrial Bral:IcI'!: Year: Chars (pinyin)
Chinese Position char (pinyin) Position char (pinyin)
2020 ~0=0 7. BE (géng) 1. F (@) F&EF (géng z)
2021 =0=— 8. ¥ (xin) 2. F (chéu) F R (xin chdu)
2022 —0== 9. F (rén) 3. & (yin) T (rénvyin)
2023 —0== 10. % (gu) 4. 91 (mzo) 200 (gui mao)
2024 —0=pg 1. B (jia) 5. J® (chén) B R (jia chén)
2025 —0=H 2. Z () 6. B (si) Z B (yisi)
2026 0= 3. A (bing) 7. 9 (wu) AT (bing wii)
2027 0=t 4. T (ding) 8. K (wei) T 2K (ding wei)
2028 0=\ 5. % (wu) 9. EA (shén) [ER (wu shén)
2029 Z0=h 6. = (ji) 10. B (ydu) =& (ji ydu)
2030 ~0=0 7. & (géng) 11. & (xd) BE B (geng xa)
2031 —0=— 8. 3 (xin) 12. % (hai) FE X (xin hai)
2032 Z0== 9. F (rén) 1. F (20 FF (rén z0)

Paul Maslowski, Double Happiness Studio MH 2020



